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chiefly owe its existence to His Excellency's advocacy is
completed, it will be a permanent source of gratification to
Lord Hobart to know that he earned the gratitude of the
mercantile community, which I have now, on their behalf,
the honour of expressing.

" I have the honour to be, Sir,

" Tour most obedient servant,

" CLEMENT SIMPSON,

" Chairman"

"South of India Observer/' March ISth, 1875.

"A  HARBOUR  EOR  MADRAS.

"Lord Hobart has at  last reached the  heart of  the
Madras Mail.    It is a long lane that has no turning; Lord
Hobart has been treading the long lane, we will not say
wearily, for the traveller that has set a goal before him is
never weary until it is reached, and then success makes him
forget the impediments that were in the way, or, if re-
membered, only as victories won.    There is a road to every
man's heart,if only it can be found; some men are touched
through their pockets, some through their amour propre,
some through their affections.    But the Mail, more philan-
thropical than these, has been touched through its spirit pro
bono publico, and Lord Hobart, erewhile maligned and con-
demned as a Governor who preferred refreshing his consti-
tution in a cool climate to wasting his energies in a hot one,
has at last received a modicum of praise in having achieved
that   which   his   predecessor,   much   as  he   disliked   the
Neilgherries,   failed   to   do.     The   Governor   of   Madras,
though present in the country, has not lost sight of the
interests of the town.    Doubtless those interests would not
have received  the  same   careful   consideration   had   his
Lordship's constitution, and through it his abilities, been
enervated by a lengthened  residence in the plains.    The
spring of 1875  will   be  remarkable   in   future   chronicles
of Indian events as the date when sanction was given for
the  construction   of   a harbour  in Madras.    The date of
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